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$1.00EMTs getrealistic hands-ontraining

UNMC’ sSimulation Nebraska truck visitsWestPointOne of the four University
of Nebraska Medical CenterSimulation Nebraska (or
SIM-NE) truckspulled intoWestPoint two weeks ago tohelp train WestPoint localemergency medical techni-cians.WestPoint’s EMTs werepresented witha child hav-ing respiratory difficulties,
and with an adult male whohad fallen off a roof.The EMTs’ jobs were toassess the victims,checkvitals, diagnose the sourceof the breathing problems ofthe child and find the extentof the injuries of the adult.

Drew Wimer, one of theEMTs who waspart of thetraining, said the simula-tors provide the mostre-alistic hands-on training
available.

“They can show smallerdepartmentscenarios thatthey don’t see often,” hesaid. “And the training isrealistic.”He added that the mani-kins used inthe SIM-NEtrucks have the ability tobleed. They also respond totreatmentprovidedduring
training.

The customized trucks,
funded by a$5.5 million

grant from theLeona M. andHarryB. Helmsley Chari-table Trust, feature high-
tech simulation andreal-lifetrainingexperiences.

The training is freeandtargeted torural emergency
medical service agencies
and rural critical accesshospitals. The mobile unitsare vital torural emergency
responders because they
bring training to theruralcommunities instead ofmaking the volunteer EMTstravel for theirrequired
continuingeducation.One of the four trucks isbased in Norfolk to service

northeast Nebraska.Pro-gram Liaison for SimulationNebraska DougDekker says
the goalof the mobile train-ing units is to cut down ontravel costs forrural EMSoperations and to get thetraining they need.Trucks are also basedinLincoln, Kearney,andScottsbluff, as UNMC hasnursing college divisionsinall four communities.Each truck has an emer-gency room simulator andan ambulance simulator,
with a simulationcontrolroom in the middle.



WestPoint emergency medical service personnel train in the SIM-NE truck.Left to right:
AnnaHansen, MichaelEnglish, Trina Osuna and Drew Wimer.
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